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hundred owners regularly paid taxes. It will take some time before all the title-deeds, or anything corresponding to these, can be collected and a new register of landed property be compiled. Concessions granted by the Negus are also being looked into, and for the future the comparatively trivial ones can be regarded as belonging- to the Italian Government.
In Italian East Africa they are already considering the practicability of creating certain reserves for definite groups of natives, not only because the latter are more than inclined to live as nomads, but also for internal political reasons. In any case such zones, even if the natives were allowed to administer them independently, would be handed to the Italian Government in the event of renunciation. The Government is endeavouring by every means to arouse a desire to work in the natives, who have let about two-thirds of the land go uncultivated, and has placed at their disposal large quantities of grain seed of all descriptions. In August 1937 nearly eighteen tons of seed were distributed.
Italian settlement in East Africa marches hand in hand with development in all the other spheres. There is no need here to examine the many different tasks and problems, of which the telegraph and telephone services, canalization, the erection of administrative buildings and the organization of measures of military defence represent only a few. But mention must be made of the organizing of water supplies, upon which man, beast, and crops are dependent, especially as in many places this constitutes a very urgent problem. The creation of elementary, secondary and high schools for Italian children is a matter which should also be mentioned here. The aim is to do everything possible to create comfortable living conditions for those newly married couples whose children will first see light in the new home, grow up there and build homes for themselves. One can imagine the joy in a village when the first Italian child is born there and the leading official or senior military officer attends the christening as godfather.
The land which the fathers conquered by the sword is now